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Overall, Archuleta said, “I'm kind of tired
of people saying I should know better and
lare] still treating me like I have to live ac-
nwdmgtnﬂxirexpenxhnsmdm
when I'm in a different place of life now

The exampile of Miss Frizzle

Archuleta said after growing up “in a cui-
fure that taught me fear is a good thing” he's
learned to detach himself from that. He's
taking risks — whether with his music, his
clothing or other choices.

His inspiration, he said, is Miss Frizzle,
the teacher from the children’s show “The
Magic School Bus™ — whose motto was “take
chances, make mistakes get messy” be
cause “that’s how you learn, how you dis-
cover.

“She doesn'tlet anyone control her and tel]
hfuhﬂmdn.ambgd(ﬁxgmﬂk able to
live a happy, exciting life where she learns
more

culture, you're taught,
‘you take too
many risks, you will put yourself in danger™

s
On his last albu;
ing exactly that.

“Tdidn't come out until I was ready to ac.

cept that about me, and then 1 had to figure

out how to be OK to talk about it,” Archule-

ta said. The

new song, he said, is how he's fi-
ot

to realize, that's why 1 have to talk about it
Because I'm trying to free myself and give
myself the power to love myself and feed good
in my own skin, I have to talk about this and
T'm going to keep talking about it. .., That's
how I find my own voice, instead of letting
other people talk for me.”

Doing that, through song and through
interviews, Archuleta said, is healing for
him — and helps him find himself while
he's still struggling with confidence and
Jjudgment

Archuleta said he still values a ot of the
things he grew up with, and still has friends
from the Latter-day Saint ‘community. But

“T've been afraid of myself my whole life. 1
need to stop being afraid of myself, and I'm
overit”

“If 1 write songs that are honest about my
Jjourney, and that offends people, then OK
that's fine, but it's my life,” he said. “All I'm
doing is being myself. I'm damn proud of be

Just sometimes it takes time to figure
out certain parts of who you are.”
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